The Unassuming Cue Bid

You are East, holding hand (i). Only your opponents are vulnerable. The auction starts as in auction 1. What is your bid? 

Hand (i)

( K J 4 2

( 8 6  

( Q 10 9 3

(  7 3 2

Auction 1

South
West
North
East

1(
1(
P
?

You have a total of at least 9 spades, making it is exactly the sort of hand where it is quite possible that you can make 9 tricks in your chosen suit, spades, and they can make 9 tricks in their chosen suit. Moreover, unless your partner has four hearts, they must have an 8-card heart fit which they have not yet located.

When this hand was dealt the points were not divided 50-50 between the two sides. The layout was as shown in diagram A. East/West would have been one off in 3( but North/South could easily make an overtrick in 4(. Auction 2 showed what happened. 

Diagram A



( 8 7 3

( 10 9 7 5



( 7 5 4



(  K 8 6 

( A Q 9 6 5


( K J 4 2

( J 4 3


( 8 6

( K J 8


( Q 10 9 3

( 9 4



(  7 3 2



( 10



( A K Q 2



( A 6 2



( A Q J 10 5

Auction 2

South
West
North
East

1(
1(
P
3(
Dbl
P
4(
All Pass

Don’t waste energy criticising North/South’s bidding. Instead you should give credit to East whose pre-emptive 3( effort put his opponents under great pressure. This sort of hand demonstrates why experts want more and more pre-emptive bids at their disposal. However East clearly could not bid 3( if West would have taken it as a game try. So how would East have made a game try in spades? The answer is to bid your opponent’s suit.

After your partner has made an overcall, a bid of the opener’s suit agrees your partner’s suit and is a game try. It is called an Unassuming cue-bid (UCB).  

Diagram B

West


East

( A Q 10 5 4

( K J 6

( 9 3 2

( K 7

( K 7 2

( A 9 6 5

( Q 6


( 8 4 3 2

Auction 3 

South
West
North
East

1(
1(
P
2(
P
2(
All Pass

In diagram B/auction 3 East’s 2( agrees spades and is a mild game try. West’s 2( rejects the game try.

Diagram C

West


East

( A Q 10 5 4

( K J 6

( 9 3 2

( K 7

( K 7 2

( A J 6 5

( Q 6


(  K 4 3 2

Auction  4

South
West
North
East

1(
1(
P
2(
P
2(
P
3(
P
4(
All Pass

In diagram C/auction 4 West initially rejects East’s game try but East makes one final try with 3(. West is now worth a fourth spade, though you will see that the success of contract is far from guaranteed

Diagram D

West


East

( A Q 10 5 4

( K J 6

( A 3 2

( K 7

( K 7 2

( A 9 6 5

( 10 6


( 8 4 3 2

Auction  5

South
West
North
East

1(
1(
P
2(
P
3(
P
4(
All Pass

In diagram D/auction 5 West accepts the game try with 3(. For simplicity I suggest that you play that if West bypasses 2-of-the-trump-suit then the auction becomes game forcing.

It makes sense to also play a similar system if your partner opens and your right-hand opponent overcalls.

Auction 6

South
West
North
East

1(
2(
3(


Auction 7

South
West
North
East

1(
2(
3(
In auction 6 North’s 3( shows a hand genuinely worth a raise to 3(. I suspect that some readers play 3( as ‘asking for a heart stopper for no-trumps’ or ‘ showing half a heart stopper for no-trumps’, but you can easily cope with that sort of hand by making a negative double and maybe bidding 3( next time. In auction 7, North is showing a hand that would only be worth 2( but North wants to deprive his opponents of bidding space.  


