Which Card Should I lead (2)

Standard Honour Leads

Which card do you lead from ( J 10 9 8 7?  Presumably you lead the jack.

Which card do you lead from ( K J 10 9 8? Traditional methods again point to the jack, as the top card of an interior sequence. 

  This gave East a considerable headache in the deal below.
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West led the (J and East took trick 1 with the (A. What next?

  If West had led from a holding led by the (K then the whole suit was ready to run and a diamond return was essential.

  If West’s highest diamond was the jack then the only chance of defeating the contract was with a heart switch.

  East had no way of resolving this dilemma, and quite reasonably decided that if he failed to return his partner’s suit there would be psychological damage to the partnership’s morale

Do you see the cause of the problem? From East’s point of view South has either no diamond stopper, or two, a huge difference. Later I will describe to you how the lead of a jack should deny holding a higher honour.  

Strong Ten Leads

We have already seen that the defence can be very difficult if the lead of a jack can be from as strong a holding as K J 10 9 2 or as weak as J 10 9 3 2. To avoid this problem most experts now play that the lead of a jack denies a higher honour in the suit. That means that if you are holding an interior sequence headed by A J 10 or K J 10 you don’t lead the jack: instead you lead the ten.

  The lead of a ten, unless it is a short suit, shows either the jack or the nine, and one non-touching higher honour, hence the term: ‘Strong Ten Leads’. Thus you lead the ten from:       A J 10 3 2,   K J 10 3 2,   A 10 9 3 2,   K 10 9 3 2  or Q 10 9 3 2. 

It would seem that so many possible combinations there will be confusion, however it is usually quite easy to work out partner’s holding. For example, look at the layout below.





( K 6

West leads (J or (10


( 9 4 2

Suppose West leads the (J. East knows that West has no higher honour, so South has the (A and (Q.

  Alternatively, suppose West leads the ten. Since East himself has the nine East can work out that West started with the jack. From ( Q J 10 West would have led the queen, so West has led from a holding headed by ( A J 10. Dummy’s (K wins trick 1, but East will be sure to grab the lead as quickly as possible in order to return a spade.

 Second Highest from Bad Suit

A lot of time, and quite a few tricks go to waste in defence when the opening leader leads a weak suit, more in hope that it will be passive than in any expectation that it will lead to great riches, only to find that his partner takes it seriously. In the layout below South has opened 1NT and North raised to 3NT. West leads the (3 to East’s (A and declarer drops the (5. East cannot do anything else but return a spade, after all West might have led from ( K 10 8 3 2. The result is that declarer is presented with two spade tricks and a more promising line of attack elsewhere never happens. 
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The problem is similar to that which has led to the widespread use of strong ten leads, and the solution is similar. Modern players lead the second card from a suit with no card higher than the ten: ie. second from a bad suit.

  Using these methods West would lead the (8. East would work out that the only missing cards higher than the 8 were the K J 10, but if West had ( K J 10 8 then the correct card was the 10 if playing strong tens. Therefore East realises West has led the second card from a suit with no card higher than the ten, hence West’s holding was headed by the ( 10 8.

If you lead a strong ten lead your second card should show your length in the suit. There are a number of methods in common use but the following seems to be the best

From 9 8 5  lead the 8 followed by the 9. This corresponds to the MUD (middle up down) idea that has been common for years. It is a source of surprise to us that so many players want to distinguish between K 8 2 (lead the 2) and 9 8 2 (lead the 8) but haven’t realised the usefulness of distinguishing between similarly strong and weak 4-card and 5-card holdings.

  From 9 8 5 4  lead the 8 followed by the 5 (third best).

  From 9 8 5 4 2  lead the 8 followed by the 2 (fifth best) 

  From 9 8 5 4 3 2 lead the 8 followed by the 3 (fifth best).

Note that the second card played is always an ‘odd number’ card of the original holding: first, third or fifth. Suppose partner leads the (7 followed by the (2. He cannot have three spades (otherwise the second card would be higher than the 7). He cannot have four spades (otherwise he would have a lower card than the 2), so he must have five spades.

It is sensible to play strong ten leads together with second from bad suits. Clearly it defeats the objective of strong ten leads if you lead the ten from a holding like 10 9 7 5 4. A second-best 9 is far more suitable. Playing both methods together you can form an almost instantaneous impression when you see the lead.

  A jack lead denotes a weak suit.

  A ten lead (unless from a singleton or doubleton) denotes quite a strong suit.

  A nine lead denotes a weak suit headed by the ten, unless it is from a singleton or doubleton.

I wouldn’t claim that these methods solve all problems, after all you might lead the (3 from ( K J 9 3 2  or ( J 5 4 3. However together they certainly form an improvement on traditional methods.
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Your K is taken with declarer’s A.  Which card are you particularly interested in?
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What do you know about partner’s holding? How should you defend?
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Dummy plays the 6. What do you know about partner’s holding? How should you defend?

iv)   

J 6



South
North

10 led


K 5 4


1NT
3NT

Dummy plays the 6. What do you know about partner’s holding? How should you defend?
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Dummy plays the 6. What do you know about partner’s holding? How should you defend?
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Dummy plays the 6. What do you know about partner’s holding? How should you defend?
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Dummy plays the 9.  What do you know about partner’s holding? 
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Dummy plays the 5. Which card should you play?

Answers to quiz

i)   The 2. If partner has it, he has 5 cards and declarer 3.

      If declarer has it the missing spades are 4-4.

ii)   Unless it is singleton or doubleton the 10 shows either the J or the 9. You can see the 9 in dummy so partner has the J. He also has a higher, non-touching honour, the K. Overtake the 10 with your A and return the suit through declarer’s Q.

iii)   The 9 is a second highest from 10 9 x x (x).  Keep your K for dummy’s J.

iv)   Unless it is singleton or doubleton the 10 shows either the J or the 9. You can see the J in dummy so partner has the 9. He also has a higher, non-touching honour, the Q or the A. Overtake the 10 with your K and return the suit, just in case declarer started with the doubleton Q.

v)   Unless it is singleton or doubleton the 10 shows either the J or the 9. You can see the J in dummy so partner has the 9. He also has a higher, non-touching honour, the Q or the A. This time keep your K  for dummy’s J

vi)  Unless it is singleton or doubleton the 10 shows either the J or the 9. You can see the J in dummy so partner has the 9. He also has a higher, non-touching honour, clearly the Q as partner would not underlead an ace at trick 1 against a suit contract. It probably doesn’t matter but keep your K.

vii)  The 6 cannot be fourth highest: the only cards higher than the 6 that you cannot see are the K J 10 and partner would have led the 10 from K J 10 6. Therefore the 6 is a second highest lead from 10 6 x x (x)

viii)   Partner’s fourth highest 2 promises an honour. Does he have the J (you need to play the 10) or A (you need to play the K)?  You cannot tell from partner’s lead, but declarer’s play makes it clear. If he had started with doubleton A he would surely have tried dummy’s Q. Therefore he started with doubleton J and you must play the K and take the first 5 tricks.
