Bidding  Principles 8

An opponent pre-empts. You overcall. Your partner changes suit. Are you sure you know what this means? Consider auctions (a) and (b).

(a)      South
West
North
East

(b)
South
West
North
East

           3(
3(
P
4(


4(
4(
P
5(


Disagreements about whether a new suit is natural or a cue bid lead to even more silly contracts than misunderstandings over Blackwood. What matters is that your partnership agrees.  However in considering the use of 4NT in a contested auction we decided that finding the right denomination takes priority over finding the right level (ie. bidding thin slams). Therefore I would consider East’s club bid to be natural in each case. 

How about if your partner bids the opponents’ suit? What do you think East’s diamond bids mean in auctions (c) and (d)?

(c)  South   West   North   East

(d)   South   West   North   East

      1(       1(        P          2(

      
       3(       3(        P          4(
In © most players would conventionally play that 2( is an Unassuming Cue Bid, agreeing spades and making a game try. This is clearly not the case for East’s 4( in (d) and you would probably find experts disagreeing on whether 4( was a cue bid agreeing spades or a general strong bid, looking for the best game contract. I would suggest the following principle:

Principle:  In a competitive auction where we have not agreed a trump suit, then a bid of their suit at the four level is initially taken as looking for the best denomination at game level rather than a cue bid looking for a slam.

(e)  West

East
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In auction (e) East is prepared to commit the partnership to game, but which one? East tries 4(. East should really try to avoid rebidding a far from robust 5-card spade suit and shows he has at least three hearts with 4(, leading to the best game.

(f)  West

East
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( A Q J 9 6 4
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In auction (f) West’s strong 6-card spade suit is highly suitable for a 4( rebid over 4(.

(g)  West

East
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( A K J 6 4

( 5 2


3(
3(
P
4(
( 6 3


( K Q J 10 4 2
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In (g) East chooses to bid 4( rather than 4(. The message is clear to West. East did not bid 4( so East must be confident that 4( is the correct contract. East’s hearts must be strong, so West has no temptation to try to rescue the partnership in 4(.

Principle: When a player’s bid of  the opponent’s pre-emptive suit at the four level is taken as showing two places to play, if his next bid is to  return to partner’s suit then the bid of opponent’s suit should be re-interpreted as a cue bid. 

(h)  West

East
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In (h) again West initially takes 4( as showing two places to play, but when East  bids 4( on the next round West should re-interpret 4( as a cue bid. West is maximum for his 3( overcall so he proceeds to the excellent slam, having checked that the partnership has the required number of aces. 

If 4( is meant as a cue bid, then for flexibility you should play that it can show first or second round control. Failure to make such a cue bid in the enemy suit suggests worry about that suit.

(i)  West

East
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North
East

( A K J 6 4

( Q 10 5
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In auction (i) East has ample values for a slam but fears the possibility of two losing diamonds. 5( instructs West to proceed with any first or second round diamond control. West shows first round diamond control with 6( but West wisely takes the view that grand slams are only bid after an opponent’s pre-empt if you can count 14 tricks.

