Defending against the Weak Two-Opening

Weak twos, for which an opening two-level bid shows 5-9 HCP and a six-card suit have all but replaced strong twos in popularity in tournament bridge. A six-card pre-empt is a good description of the standard weak two. However, when standards are slipping in so many vvalks of life, it is not surprising to find that it happens in bridge as well. Many pairs nowadays espouse weak two openings with just a five-card suit. They are prepared to sacrifice safety and accuracy in order to make life tough for the opposition.

The double of a weak two-bid is played almost universally for takeout. A 2NT overcall shows about 16-19 points. Bidding over that should follow almost the same paths as bidding after a 2NT opening, with Stayman and transfers in reply. 
(a)  
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
A 9 4

♠ 7 2


2♠
  2NT
  Pass
    3♣
   
♥
K Q 6 5
♥ A J 7 3

Pass
  3♥
  Pass     4♥
♦
9 6 5

♦ K Q J 7

Pass
  Pass   Pass
♣  
A K 6

♣ 8 3 2

2NT shows 16-19 points with a spade stopper. 3♣ is Stayman.

Generally the criteria for intervening over a weak two-bid are similar to those after their one-level opening bid, but there are some differences.
Firstly, suit-overcalls at the cheapest level normally have opening hand values. A six loser  hand is expected for a three-level suited.

Secondly, jump-overcalls are strong, whatever methods you prefer over their one-level opening bids. A wide-ranging principle applies here. If an opponent's bid is weak, then your priority is to describe your strong hands. On the other hand if their bid is strong (e.g. a strong 1♣ opening) then your priority should be a disruptive bidding structure to make life hard for them. This advice can be summarised, 'Bid weakly over their strong bids/and strongly over their weak bids'.

If partner doubles, say a weak 2♥ there is less space to describe your hand than if partner had doubled 1♥. A popular solution involves giving up the natural use of a 2NT response to the double and adapting the Lebensohl convention to help in this area.
(b)  
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
2

♠ 8 4 3

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass   2NT
♥
A K 7 6 
♥ Q 4 3 2

Pass
  3♣
  Pass
   3♥
♦
 K J 6 5
♦ Q 4 2

Pass
  Pass   Pass
♣  
 A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7

Dbl is for takeout. 2NT is Lebensohl, requiring West to rebid 3♣. East rebids 3♥, showing 0-7 points

(c)
 West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
2

♠ 8 4 3

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass   3♥
♥
A K 7 6 
♥ Q 4 3 2

Pass
  4♥       Pass
   Pass
♦
 K J 6 5
♦ A Q 2

Pass
♣   
A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7

Dbl is for takeout. East bids an immediate 3♥, showing 8-11 points (because with a weaker hand he would have used Lebensohl) so West raises to game.
(d)   
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
4

♠ K Q 10

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass    3♣
♥
A K 7 6 
♥ 8 3 2

Pass
  3♠
  Pass
   3NT
  
♦
K J 6 5
♦ A 7 2

Pass
  Pass   Pass
♣   
A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7 2

Dbl is for takeout. East would like to bid a natural 2NT but he cannot do so because 2NT would be Lebensohl. Instead he chooses 3♣, showing 8-11 points. West decides to go to game, but bids a thoughtful 3♠, allowing East to bid 3NT.

(e)  
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
2

♠ 8 4 3

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass   2NT
♥
K 7 6 2
♥ A Q 4 3 

Pass
  3♣     Pass
   3♠
♦
K J 6 5
♦ A Q 2

Pass     4♥
  Pass    Pass
♣   
A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7

Pass

Dbl is for takeout.  2NT is Lebensohl, requiring West to rebid 3♣. East then bids 3♠ game forcing, showing a 4-card major (obviously hearts) and denying a spade stop (otherwise he would have gone via a Lebensohl 2NT).
(f)
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
2

♠ A 4 3

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass   3♠
♥
K 7 6 2
♥ A Q 4 3 

Pass     4♥
  Pass    Pass

♦
K J 6 5
♦ Q 9 2

Pass
♣   
A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7



Dbl is for takeout. 3♠ shows a spade stop (because of the failure to bid  Lebensohl 2NT) and a 4-card major suit (hearts).
(g)
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
2

♠ 8 4 3

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass   2NT
♥
K 7 6 2
♥ A Q 4  

Pass
  3♣     Pass
   3NT
♦
K J 6 5
♦ A Q 3 2

Pass     4♣
  Pass    4♦
♣   
A Q 6 4
♣ J 8 7

Pass
  5♦     Pass    Pass







Pass

Dbl is for takeout.  2NT is Lebensohl, requiring West to rebid 3♣. 2NT followed by 3NT denies a spade stopper or four hearts. West cannot pass 3NT and tries 4♣. East scrambles for a fit with 4♦ and West raises to game. It would not be unreasonable for East to pass 4♣ or West to pass 4♦. 

Defending against the Multi
Don't expect miracles here! The Multi is meant to make life awkward, and by and large it does a pretty good job!

After any opponent's opening bid the immediate and protec​tive hands have different roles. This is even more true after a Multi 2♦ because the next hand knows it will get another chance. On the other hand after the sequence: (2♦) Pass (2♥)  ?  opener can pass, so you may never get another bite at the cherry.

Firstly examine the decision you face as West if South opens 2♦. You will get another chance if you pass. If you pass now by the time the bidding comes back to you will know opener’s suit which may make it easier to defend. However the downside is that if opponents pre-empt  the bidding may return to you at an uncomfortably high level.
(h)
 West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
 J 7 6

♠ 5 3


2♦
  2NT 
   Pass   3♣ 
♥
 A Q 3 2
♥ J 9 8 7

Pass
  3♥      Pass     4♥
  
♦
 A K 2

♦ J 8 6
♣  
 K 8 6

♣ A Q J 2

2NT shows 16-19 points. Ideally it should show a stopper in both majors, but you don’t have much choice here. Remember, you don’t know South’s suit, neither does North so if you do end up in a silly contract North won’t always find the killing lead. 3♣ is Stayman and 3♥ shows 4 hearts.
(h) 
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
K Q 10 7 6
♠ 4


2♦
 2♠
  Pass
   3NT

♥
8

♥ A J 9 7

Pass 
 Pass
  Pass
♦
K J 6 5
♦ A Q 3 2
♣    
A 4 2

♣ K 8 7 3

2♠ is a natural overcall.
(i) 
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
K Q 10 7 6
♠ 4 2


2♦
 2♠
  Pass
   3♥

♥
A 4 2

♥  9 7 3

Pass 
 3NT     Pass
  Pass
♦
K J 6 

♦ A Q 3 2

Pass
♣    
4 2

♣ A K Q 8  

When partner overcalls a multi with a major the other major should be seen as artificial, looking for the best contract. West shows his heart stopper with 3NT.

A double of a Multi should show a balanced 13-15 points. This is exactly the sort of hand which will cause you trouble if you pass and North pre-empts to 3♥. Both sides may have to improvise after a double
(j)
West

East 


South   West
  North   East 

♠
K 7 6

♠ 8 4 3

2♦
 Dbl
  2♥
   3NT
♥
J 7 6

♥ A Q
♦
A Q 4

♦ K J 7 2
♣    
K Q 7 3
♣  A J 6 5
East can only hope for the best with 3NT.
If North passes West’s double of 2♦ East can use Lebensohl but North will usually respond with 2♥ or 2♠ so it isn’t worth expending too much effort on this.
If West is short in a major suit it may pay him to pass on the first round

(k) West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠ K J 6 5

♠  4 3


2♦
 Pass
  2♥
   Pass
♥ 9


♥ A K 2

2♠
  2NT
  Pass    3NT      
♦ A Q 4 3

♦ K 9 7 2

Pass
  Pass   Pass
♣  A K 7 6 

♣ 9 4 3 2
By the time West bids 2NT he knows that South has spades, so he is effectively overcalling a weak 2♠ with 2NT: 16-19 points.

(l) West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠ 2


♠  4 3


2♦
 Pass
  2♥
   Pass
♥ Q J 6 5

♥ A K 4 2

2♠
  Dbl
  Pass    3♥     
♦ A Q 4 3

♦ K 9 7 

Pass
  4♥     Pass
    Pass
♣  A K 7 6 

♣ 9 4 3 2

Pass

By the time West doubles he knows that South has spades, so he is effectively doubling a weak 2♠ opener. Lebensohl is appropriate, so East’s 3♥ shows 8-12 points
Finally, what principles should guide East if West passes and North bids 2♥. After iii) East knows that he will not get another bid if South's suit is hearts. Therefore he imagines the auction has gone 2♥ (weak) Pass Pass ? 

(m) 
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
8 5 3

♠ A K 7 2

2♦
  Pass
  2♥
   Dbl
♥
6 4 3

♥ 3


Pass
  3♣
  Pass   3♠
♦
A J 7

♦ K 10 3 2

Pass
  4♣
  Pass
   5♣
♣    
K J 8 4
♣ A Q 7 6

Pass
  Pass   Pass
East’s double is a takeout double of 2♥. 3♣ shows 8-12 points (because Lebensohl would apply). East tries 3♠ in case West can bid 3NT but when West can only bid 4♣ West raises to 5♣.

(n)
West

East


South   West
  North   East

♠
8 6 2

♠ 3 


2♦
  Pass
   2♥
   Pass
♥
J 8 5

♥  A Q 4 3

2♠
  Pass
   Pass   Dbl
♦
A 9 4 3
♦  K J 6 5

Pass     2NT
   Pass   3♣
♣    
10 8 2

♣  A 7 5 4

Pass
   3♦       Pass    Pass






Pass

East passes on the first round because he has nothing to say if South has a weak 2♥ opener. His subsequent double is a takeout double of 2♠. Lebensohl applies, so West’s 2NT requires East to bid 3♣. West shows now that he wants to play in 3♦ unless East is very strong.
