Bidding Principles 12

In my last article of this series I look at a principle that governs whether a bid is weak or strong. I will start with question (1).

(1)  What strength do you play your jump overcalls? Well, that isn’t very difficult because you have an agreement with your partner. OK. Now try question (2):

(2)  Your right hand opponent opens 2( at love all. What does it mean if you bid 3(? In my opinion this question should not in any way depend on your answer to question (1). It should depend only on the meaning of the 2( bid. To understand this, look into their minds. What are they trying to achieve? You should be aiming to achieve the exact opposite.

If 2( was weak they are trying to create problems for you. If they believe they have a minority of high-card points it pays them to try to cause as much confusion as possible. That is the whole idea behind pre-empts. In that case your priority is to sort out the confusion and make sense of your superior assets. Your priority is describing your strong hands. A jump overcall should be strong.

Alternative 2( may be strong, an Acol Two-Bid. In that case they want to scientifically explore their hoped-for superior assets. Your priority now is to create mayhem. A jump overcall should be pre-emptive.

Principle:  Bid weakly over their strong bids and strongly over their weak bids.

Suppose your opponents open a strong 1(, showing 16+ high-card points and any shape. The greatest advantage of playing a strong 1( system is that you have far more bidding space to compare notes on strong hands, provided your opponents let you! A corresponding disadvantage is seen if you hold hand (a) as South:

(a)           ( 6

( A K J 8 6 5 3
( A K 4
( 6 2

Which of these two actions leave you feeling most comfortable?

(b)  South
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(c)        South
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       ?
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After auction (b) at least you can pass in the knowledge that partner knows you have excellent hearts. After auction (c) you are left with a complete guess. Partner will have had to double with almost all hands with values but with no extreme shape. If partner has doubled with (d) you can take a large penalty from 4( doubled with no 5-level contract your way being very attractive. On the other hand if partner has (e) then you might be struggling to beat 4( doubled with 6( makeable your way.

(d)
( K J 9 2
( 2

( 9 6 5 2

( A 8 5 4

 (e)
( A 4 2
( Q 4 2 
( Q J 10 8 3 2

( 7

You can see from this example that after a strong 1( opening bid the priority of opponents should be to pre-empt as high as is safe, and then a bit more. You should have as many pre-emptive bids available as possible over a 1( opening, indeed most experts play that all bids over a strong 1( are aimed to be obstructive. The following system over 1( is called TRUSCOTT.

The bid of a suit with a jump is pre-emptive.

The bid of a suit without a jump shows that suit and the next higher-ranking suit. Ie.

      1( shows diamonds and hearts.

      1( shows hearts and spades.

      1( 
shows spades and clubs.

      2( shows clubs and diamonds.

Double shows clubs and hearts.

1NT shows diamonds and spades.

All of these bids show hands of below opening strength. How pathetic they might be depends on individual style. At green vulnerability it is not uncommon to see extreme pressure put on the 1( opener, as in (f). 

(f) West

East



South
West
North
East

( Q 10 6 5

( K J 7 3 2


1(
1(
Dbl
4(


( 9 6 3


( 8 



?

( 8 


( 5 4 2

( K 9 7 4 2

( Q J 8 5  

North’s double probably just shows 5-7 points. East knows of a double fit and piles on the agony. Do you fancy North/South’s chances of bidding the laydown slam, or even a grand slam after this start to the auction?

Of course you might have a strong hand even if your opponents have opened 1(. With a strong hand you can afford to pass on the first round because you know you will get another chance. Moreover by the time the bidding returns to you opener will have made a natural rebid and you can use the same methods as you would have used if that natural rebid had been an opening bid.

(g) West

East



South
West
North
East

( K J 6 3

( A Q 7 4 2


1(
P
1(
P

( 3


( 9 8 2



1(
Dbl
2(
4(


( A Q J 2

( 10 6 4


P
P
P

( K 7 4 3

( Q 2

In (g) South’s 1( shows 16+ HCP. North’s 1( shows 0-7 HCP. South’s 1( is the first natural bid in the auction. West makes a take-out double of 1( with the inference that he was unsuitable to bid on the first round, probably too strong!

How do you defend if your right-hand opponent opens with a multi coloured 2( (Multi)?  2( is opened with a weak-two in a major or a variety of strong hands, strong balanced being almost invariably included. In the early days of the Multi many players people passed with strong hands, reasoning that once the bidding returned to them they would have a natural bid to defend against. This sounds logical enough, but there is a crucial difference between defending against a strong 1( and defending against the multi. The point is that perhaps 80% of the time the multi turns out to be the weak type, and your opponents’ structure of responses to their own multi is therefore geared to pre-emption.  Look what happens if West passes South’s multi on the first round with a decent hand.

(g) West

East



South
West
North
East

( 9 7


( K Q 4 


2(
P
3(
P


( K 9 5 3

( 10 4  


3(
P
P
P

( A Q 8 6

( K 9 7 2

( A J 6

( K Q 8 2

North’s 3( asks South to pass with a weak-two in hearts or convert to 3( with a weak-two in spades. A non-vulnerable South went three off undoubled in 3( scoring –150, their vulnerable opponents having been talked out of an easy no-trump game. Do you blame West for selling out to 3(?   Would you want to bid 3NT or commit this hand to the four level bearing in mind that North could have quite a reasonable hand?  The point is that since the multi is usually weak, your defence to it should be based on that fact. A common defence to the multi is as follows:

Double shows either a balanced 13-16 points, or occasionally a strong hand. You might like to investigate Lebensohl continuations, but they don’t fit into this article.

2NT shows a balanced 17-20 points. You won’t necessarily have a full stopper in both majors.

Initial overcalls are sound (opening strength) and jump overcalls are strong.

With a weaker hand, pass on the first round and protect later if appropriate.

A much more practical sequence for the hands in (g) would be as follows:

South
West
North

East

2(
Dbl
P/2(/3(
3NT (or maybe Dbl)

Note that East doesn’t yet know South’s suit but he cannot be too squeamish about the lack of a heart stopper. You simply have to bid your vulnerable games, and when in doubt 3NT usually gives you the greatest chance of success.

