DIFFICULT BIDDING DECISIONS AT DUPLICATE PAIRS 3
LIGHT BIDDING AND PROTECTION 

1)

Love all



♠ A Q 3 2

South
West
North
East

♥ K Q 7



P
P

♦ 9 7 6

?




♣ 10 8 2


Options:
Pass    Perfectly sound. The disadvantages of any bid are that partner’s response may carry you too high (eg. Raise 1♠ to 3♠ or 1NT to 2NT).

1♠     You can pass partner’s response even if it is a change of suit. 

1NT    INT is quite pre-emptive. You might score  well for-50 or -100. 

AJK decision: 1♠
2)
North/South Vulnerable

♠ 8 7

South
West
North
East

♥ K 9 7 6


P
P
P

♦ K J

?




♣ A Q 10 8 7


Options:
Pass   The hand doesn’t pass the ‘rule of 15’ test. You have a perfectly good opening bid but you are worried that they might outbid you in spades, the highest ranking suit.

1♣    Normal enough, Perhaps you have a good majority of points so the hand belongs to you even if they do have the spades.

1NT   It is not normal to open 1NT with 2-4-2-5 shape, but the pre-emptive value of 1NT might shut out their spades. 

AJK decision: 1NT

3)
Game all



♠ Q 9 7 6 5

South
West
North
East

♥ 10 7 6 2



1♦
P

♦ 8 

?




♣ J 7 6 


Options:
Pass   With only three HCP this can hardly be unsound.

1♥/1♠  An attempt to improve the contract. The main time you will regret it is if partner rebids diamonds. You will pass any rebid from partner, even a theoretically forcing 3♣.

AJK decision: 1♠
4)

Game all



♠ K 8

South
West
North
East

♥ K 10 7 6


1♣
P
P

♦ K J 7 6 5

?




♣ 8 7

Options:
Pass   This could be right if they have a spade fit, or if they can make a no-trump contract.

1♦    It hardly feels right to let them get away 1♣.

AJK decision: 1♦ 

5)

Game all



♠ K J 10 6

South
West
North
East

♥ 9 6 5




1♥

♦ Q 10 8

P
2♥
P
P

♣ K Q 10

?

Options:
Pass   Sound enough. Any attempt to bid could result in -200 or worse.

Double   You hate to let them get away with a two level contract when they have found a fit. At least partner will not take you seriously after your original pass of 1♥.

2♠    Not unreasonable. Bearing in mind your failure to overcall 1♥ with 1♠ partner will expect you to have five poor spades, or maybe only four. If you double and partner has four spades then partner will assuredly bid 2♠, but 2♠ may allow you to play in a 4-3 fit, taking heart ruffs in the short hand.

AJK decision: 2♠
6)

Love all



♠ Q 7 6 4

South
West
North
East

♥ 9 7 5


1♥
Dbl
3♥

♦ A 10 6 5

P
P
Dbl
P

♣ 7 2

?

East’s 3♥ bid shows just a good raise to 2♥. The problem here is that North, in the protective position, will re-open with a double with a shapely 14 HCP, or with a much stronger hand.  

Options:

3♠   This might look a bit timid, bearing in mind that you might bid 3♠ with nothing. However you do want to encourage partner to protect in these positions, so it is important that if partner protects in the hope that you might have something, on those occasions when you can help you should not carry the bidding too high. At pairs the main priority is to get a plus score.

4♠  You might have to bid 3♠ with nothing. If you bid only 3♠ partner might pass with 20 HCP and you would miss an easy game.

AJK decision: 3♠
7)
Love all



♠ 9

South
West
North
East

♥ A 7 5 4




1♦

♦ Q 8 7 5

P
1♠
P
2♠

♣ A Q 10 9

?

Options:
Pass  West might be very strong so any action is fraught with danger. 

Double   Double now would be a takeout double of spades, so partner will know what you have. You are not in the protective position but if West passes then partner, with a balanced nine points, may find it difficult to protect. Love all is the vulnerability when you will strain every muscle to enter the auction. 

AJK decision: Double

8)

Love all



♠ A J 10 7

South
West
North
East

♥ K Q 5




1♦

♦ 8 7 5

?




♣ K 7 5


Options:

Pass  The textbook action with a balanced 13 HCP. If West passes then partner will be very keen to protect so maybe you won’t miss any contract you can make.

Double   At love all you are very keen to get into the auction.

1♠   Only a 4-card suit, but it is a good suit.

AJK decision: Double

9)
Game all



♠ K Q 7 6

South
West
North
East

♥ Q 5




1♠

♦ 7

P
P
2♥
P

♣ K J 6 4 3 2


?

Options:
Pass  The 2♥ bid in the protective position is likely to be weaker than it would be immediately over the 1♠ opener. 

2NT  Game in no-trumps may be on, particularly if the club suit is running. The diamonds may be a problem but it is normal to worry about the suit they have bid rather than a suit they haven’t bid.

3♣   You might have overcalled 2♣ on the first round but were put off by  poor quality of your clubs. Now partner should guess that if you are good enough to continue now when you were not strong enough to compete over 1♠ before you should have some tolerance for hearts. 

3♥   A slightly pushy game try.

AJK  decision: Pass 

10)
Game all



♠ Q 10

South
West
North
East

♥ J 10 8 7




1NT

♦ A Q 6 5

P
P
2♠
P

♣ Q 10 8



?

Options:
Pass  Partner’s 2♠ is only protective . You would hate to continue with 2NT or 3♠ and go one down.

2NT/3♠  Either is a reasonable enough game try. Partner could have as few as eight HCP, or as many as fifteen.

AJK decision: Pass

11)
Love all



♠ 9 7

South
West
North
East

♥ A J 6 5



1NT
P

♦ Q J 7 6 5

P
2♠
P
P

♣ 6 4

?

Options:
Pass   You might feel you don’t have a suitable bid available.

Double   This should be for takeout, but partner might expect you to have more than eight HCP and pass with four reasonable spades. 2♠ doubled might then make. If partner bids 3♣ you will convert to 3♦, offering a choice between the red suits. Partner should realise that your failure to sign off in 2♥ over 1NT denies a 5-card heart suit.

3♦   At least this doesn’t allow partner to pass 2♠ doubled, but now you won’t find a 4-4 heart fit.

AJK decision: Double

12)
Love all



♠ K J 10 7 6

South
West
North
East

♥ A J 10 7 6


3♦
P
P

♦ 8 

?




♣ 4 2


Options:
Pass  You don’t have very much. Presumably partner has some values, otherwise they wouldn’t be passing out 3♦ but if you compete that might encourage partner to bid on to game and go off.

Double.  You will regret this is partner bids clubs, especially with a jump, but if partner bids a major at least that will be the right denomination.

3♥/3♠  Rather thin values and you might miss a fit in the other major. 3♠ now would allow you to bid 4♥ if partner bids 3NT or 4♣.

4♦  This should show both major suits, but is a considerable overstatement of your values.

AJK decision: 3♠
13)

Love all



♠ A Q J 7

South
West
North
East

♥ 8 7




1♥

♦ Q 7 6 4 3

?




♣ 9 2

Options:

Pass  Normal enough, if conservative.

1♠   Only a 4-card suit, but you strongly want a spade led if you lose the auction. 

2♦   The suit and the hand are really too weak for a two level overcall.

AJK decision: 1♠
14)

Game all



♠ Q 10 7 6

South
West
North
East

♥ A 8 7 5


1♦
P
P

♦ 8 4 3

?




♣ K 2


Options:

Pass   You have no perfect bid, but you will not score well defending 1♦ if you have an 8-card major fit.

Double   You don’t have the perfect shape, but most of the time partner will bid a major, and if partner does bid 2♣ that bid takes up so much space that it is likely to be a 5-card suit.

AJK decision: Double

15)

Love all



♠ K J 10 7 6

South
West
North
East

♥ A Q J 10 6


3♦
P
P

♦ A 6

?




♣ 4


Options:
Double   The danger is that partner will bid 5♣.

3♥/3♠   Your chances of finding a fit in the other major are poor.

4♦   An overbid in that you need partner to have something to make game playable, but at least you will play in the right major suit even if sometimes you will be too high.

AJK decision: 4♦
16)
East/West Vulnerable

♠ 8

South
West
North
East

♥ K J 7 4 3



1♠
P

♦ 9 6 5

?




♣ 10 9 6 5


Options:
Pass  With only four HCP this cannot be unreasonable.

1NT  An attempt to improve the contract. You will pass any rebid from partner. If the rebid is in spades you will, no doubt, wish you had passed 1♠.

AJK decision: 1NT

17)
East/West Vulnerable

♠ 8

South
West
North
East

♥ K J 7 4 3



1♠
P

♦ 9 6 5

1NT
P
2♥
P

♣ 10 9 6 5


?

Options:
Pass   You are worth a heart raise because game may be excellent. However other pairs may be passing 1♠ so perhaps finding any heart contract will give you a good score. If opponents compete in a minor suit you can always advance to 3♥. They are unlikely to want to outbid you at the four level in a minor suit when neither wanted to enter the bidding on the first round.

3♥   Looking for game. This is the sort of hand where you might cross ruff your way to game with just 20 HCP between the two hands. 

AJK decision: Pass

18)
Game all



♠ Q 10 8 7

South
West
North
East

♥ J 8 7




1NT

♦ A J 8

P
2♥
Dbl
 P

♣ A 6 5

?

Options:
Pass  Double is for takeout but you might defeat 2♥ through sheer weight of high cards.

2♠    In this sequence both North and South know for certain that 2♥ will be passed out, therefore it is almost as though North can ‘protect’, even though South has another bid. This is called ‘pre-balancing’. In these sequences it is often easier for the hand with shape and shortage in the enemy suit to compete. North could be quite weak.

3♥   A game forcing bid. Do you think the hand is worth a game force?

3♠   A game try. Trying to cater for partner having quite a good hand. You could go one off if partner has 3-2-4-4 shape with ten points or fewer. 

4♠   You obviously think North must be quite strong for the double. 

AJK decision: 3♠
